
COHORT 2029
MFA ACTING



A N A N Y A  D U G A R
Ananya  ( she/he r )  i s  an  ac to r ,  wr i t e r  and  obsessed  dog
mom to  he r  son  Leo .  She  g rew  up  i n  Bombay  and  s tud ied
f i l mmak i ng  i n  London .  A f te r  g radua t i ng  she  worked  i n  the
f i l m ,  t v  and  thea t re  i ndus t ry  i n  Bombay .  Ananya  has  a l so
l i ved  i n  Seou l  fo r  a  yea r ,  where  she  s tud ied  Korean .  One
o f  he r  b i g  d reams  i s  to  be  i n  a  mus i ca l  ( even  though  she
can ’ t  r ea l l y  s i ng) .  B r i ng i ng  s to r i e s  to  l i f e ,  t r a i n i ng  a t
Co l umb i a ,  and  l i v i ng  i n  New York  i s  a  d ream come  t rue
fo r  Ananya  and  she ’ s  so  exc i t ed  fo r  th i s  new adventu re  to
beg i n !



A U V E E N  D E Z G A R A N
Auveen  Dezgaran  [ she/he r ]  i s  an  I r an i an -Amer i can  ac to r
o r ig ina l l y  f rom Los  Ange l es  and  cu r ren t l y  r e s id ing  i n  New
York  C i ty .  Auveen ’ s  pass ion  l i e s  i n  b r i ng ing  to  l i f e  a
va r i e ty  o f  o r ig ina l  work  made  by  f ema le  a r t i s t s  and
Midd le  Eas te rn  c rea t i ves  l i ke  he r se l f .  S tandout  P ro jec t s :
Eng l i sh  (The  A l l i ance  Thea t re ) ,  A  D i s t i nc t  Soc ie ty
(F i rehouse  Thea t re ) ,  The  C iv i l i ans :  An  Amer i can  Feas t
(Joe ’ s  Pub) ,  and  Horse  G i r l s  (P l aywr igh t s  Hor i zons
Thea t re  Schoo l ) .  BFA :  NYU T i sch  (P l aywr igh t s  Hor i zons
Thea t re  Schoo l  and  S tones t ree t  S tud i os ) .  She  i s  honored
and  exc i ted  to  embark  on  th i s  Co lumb i a  MFA ac t i ng
jou rney .



B R A X T O N  R I C H B U R G
Brax ton  “B -R ich”  R i chburg  i s  a  ve r sa t i l e  a r t i s t  whose
ta l en t s  span  ac t i ng ,  s t and-up  comedy ,  photography ,  and
v ideography .  Bo rn  i n  Co lumb ia ,  Sou th  Ca ro l i na  and  ra i sed
in  At l an ta ,  he  b r i ngs  a  b l end  o f  Southe rn  au then t i c i t y ,
a th l e t i c  d i sc ip l i ne ,  and  c rea t i ve  d r i ve  to  eve ry  p ro jec t .  H i s
no tab le  s tage  pe r fo rmances  i nc lude  Wa l te r  Lee  Younger  i n
A  Ra i s i n  i n  the  Sun  and  Lank  i n  De t ro i t  ' 67 . As  a  comed ian ,
B -R ich  has  pe r fo rmed  a t  Uptown  Comedy  Corne r  and
At l an ta  Comedy  Thea te r ,  two  we l l - known  venues  i n  the
At l an ta  comedy  scene .  An  accomp l i shed  photographer  and
v ideographer ,  B -R ich  b r i ngs  a  s to ry te l l e r ’ s  eye  to  eve ry
f rame .  He  sho t  a  b rand  photoshoot  fo r  I n  Mot ion  Cas t i ng ,
h igh l igh t i ng  h i s  c rea t i ve  v i s i on  beh ind  the  camera .

Be fo re  pu r su ing  the  a r t s ,  B rax ton  competed  as  a  D iv i s i on  I
a th l e te  i n  foo tba l l  and  t r ack ,  even  en te r i ng  the  reco rd
books  w i th  doub le -d i g i t  r ecept ions  i n  a  s i ng le  game .  He  i s
th r i l l ed  to  a t tend  Co lumb ia  Un ive r s i t y  a s  pa r t  o f  the
Act ing  Cohor t  fo r  the  C la s s  o f  2029 ,  where  he  w i l l
con t i nue  deve lop ing  h i s  c ra f t  and  commi tment  to
s to ry te l l i ng .



C L A I R E  D E  L O S  R I O S
Cl a i r e  ( she/he r )  i s  an  ac to r  and  a r t i s t  f rom Los  Ange l es ,
Ca l i f o rn i a .  As  a  ch i l d ,  she  was  pa r t  o f  a  you th  c i r cus
g roup  where  she  d id  t r apeze ,  con to r t ion ,  and  c l own ing .  I n
2024 ,  she  rece i ved  he r  Bache lo r s  i n  S tud io  Ar t  f rom Bard
Co l l ege .  A t  Ba rd ,  when  she  wasn ' t  pa in t i ng ,  she  exp lo red
the  thea t re  depar tment .  The re  she  was  i n  a  p roduc t i on  o f
Lungs  by  Duncan  Macmi l l an .  Ba rd ' s  thea t re  p rogram
i nsp i red  he r  to  a t tend  the  London  Academy  o f  Mus i c  &
Dramat i c  A r t s '  c l a s s i ca l  ac t i ng  p rogram in  2025 ,  where
she  p l ayed  Ann i e  i n  Tom S toppard ' s  The  Rea l  Th i ng  and
C l aud i us  i n  Shakespea re ' s  Haml e t .  A f te r  tha t  exper i ence ,
she  knew she  wanted  to  keep  hon ing  he r  c ra f t .  She  i s  so
exc i ted  to  con t i nue  l ea rn ing  a t  Co lumb ia ' s  MFA Act ing
Program!



D A I J A  M O N E T
Da i j a  Monet  (She ,  He r ,  He r s )  i s  an  a r t i s t  bo rn  i n  De t ro i t
and  ra i sed  i n  Mur f reesboro ,  TN .  She  ea rned  he r  Bache lo r
o f  F ine  Ar t s  (BFA)  f rom the  Amer i can  Mus i ca l  D ramat i c
Academy  (AMDA)  wh i l e  a t tend ing  both  the  New York  and
Los  Ange les  campuses .  A f te r  g radua t i ng ,  she  moved  to
Ch icago  to  be  a  p ro fess iona l  ac to r  where  she  worked
ex tens i ve l y  i n  comed ic  thea t res  such  as :
Second  C i ty ,  The  Annoyance ,  and  iO .  You  m i gh t  a l so
ca tch  he r  on  a  coup le  o f  ep i sodes  o f  Ch i cago  PD .  She  i s
beyond  exc i ted  to  con t i nue  to  hone  he r  c ra f t  and  bu i ld
commun i ty  w i th  o the r  a r t i s t s  a t  Co lumb i a .



I Z Z Y  E L L I S
I z zy  E l l i s  (he/h im)  i s  an  ac to r ,  s i nge r ,  and  songwr i te r
f rom Grand  Rap ids .  He  rece ived  h i s  bache lo r ’ s  degree  i n
Pub l i c  Re l a t ions  and  Marke t i ng  f rom Tay l o r  Un ive r s i t y .  He
i s  ve ry  exc i t ed  to  be  pa r t  o f  the  C la s s  o f  2029  ac t i ng
cohor t !



J A K E  K E L L Y
Jake  Ke l l y  (he/h im)  i s  an  ac to r  and  wr i t e r  f rom New York
C i ty  and  B lock  I s l and .  He  rece ived  dua l  Bache lo r ’ s
degrees  i n  I n te rna t iona l  and  Pub l i c  A f fa i r s  and  Eas t  As i an
Stud ies  f rom Brown  Un ive r s i t y .  Du r i ng  h i s  t ime  a t  B rown ,
Jake  was  cas t  a s  the  l ead  i n  mu l t i p l e  f i lms  tha t  r ece i ved
recogn i t i on  a t  numerous  f e s t i va l s  i nc lud ing  the  New York
Shor t s  F i lm  Fes t i va l  and  F l i cke r s ’  Rhode  I s l and
In te rna t iona l  F i lm  Fes t i va l .  Out s ide  o f  ac t i ng ,  Jake  has
s tud ied  Ch inese  fo r  14  yea r s  and  l i ved  ab road  i n  Shangha i
fo r  4  months .  Jake  i s  a  mus i c i an  and  has  p l ayed  p i ano  fo r
14  yea r s  and  t rumpet  fo r  1 2  yea r s .  Jake  i s  a  l i f e long
a th le te ,  was  a  member  o f  the  B rown  C lub  Men ’ s
baske tba l l  t eam ,  and  cu r ren t l y  t r a i n s  J i u  J i t su  and
Box ing .  He  has  a l so  worked  i n  en te r ta inment  and  f i nance
in te rnsh ips  w i th  Omaha  P roduc t ions ,  Un i ted  Ta len t
Agency ,  B rown  Un ive r s i t y  I nves tment  O f f i ce ,  and
Go ldman  Sachs  I nves tment  Bank ing .  Jake  i s  t h r i l l ed  to
jo in  the  Co lumb ia  Schoo l  o f  the  Ar t s  C l a s s  o f  2029  ac t i ng
cohor t .



J E A N  T U G A N G U I
Jean  Tugangu i  i s  an  ac to r  f rom Ca l i fo rn i a .  
Reg i ona l  c red i t s  i nc l ude :  Ant igone  (Ant igon ick ) ,
Ch r i s tmas  Eve  (Avenue  Q) ,  L i t t l e  Red  ( I n to  the  Woods) ,
and  Dea th/Pr i nce  S i r k i  (Dea th  Takes  A  Ho l iday) .
TV :  Law  &  Orde r :  Organ i zed  Cr i me .  

She  has  a l so  pe r fo rmed  a t  r enowned  comedy  i n s t i t u t ions
i nc l ud i ng  UCB ,  Magnet  Thea te r ,  and  B rook lyn  Comedy
Co l l ec t i ve .  She  ho lds  a  BA  i n  Compute r  Sc i ence  f rom
Lewi s  &  C l a rk  Co l l ege .



K A T H E R I N E  B A N O S
Kathe r i ne  Banos  i s  a  b i - coas ta l  ac to r /wr i t e r /p roduce r
o r ig ina l l y  f rom Long  I s l and ,  NY .  Ka the r i ne  i s  t h r i l l ed  and
honored  to  be  pa r t  o f  the  C la s s  o f  2029  ac t i ng  cohor t  a t
Co lumb ia !  She  has  he r  BFA  i n  ac t i ng  f rom NYU T i sch
[Exper imenta l  Thea te r  Wing  &  S tones t ree t  S tud ios ] .
Ka the r i ne ’ s  ac t i ng  t r a i n i ng  a l so  i nc ludes :  Te r ry
Kn icke rbocke r  S tud i o ,  BADA’ s  M idsummer  i n  Ox fo rd ,
Shakespea re  &  Company ’ s  Janua ry  I n tens i ve ,  Upr igh t
C i t i zens  B r igade ,  t he  Ground l i ngs ,  and  c lown ing  w i th
Chr i s topher  Bayes .  She  has  ove r  a  decade  o f  i ndus t ry
exper i ence ,  i nc lud ing  work ing  fo r  NBCUn ive r sa l ,
G l i ckman ia  En te r ta inment ,  Sco t t  Rud in  P roduc t ions ,
Shakespea re  Cente r  o f  LA ,  and  the  Wi l l i ams town  Thea t re
Fes t i va l .  He r  o r ig ina l  sho r t  f i lm ,  R ING  OF  F IRE ,  was  an
o f f i c i a l  se l ec t ion  o f  ove r  25  f i lm  fes t i va l s  na t iona l l y  and
in te rna t iona l l y ,  nomina ted  fo r  ove r  30  awards ,  and  won  14 .



N A T H A N  R O D R I G U E Z
Nathan  Rodr íguez  (he/h im/h i s )  i s  a  B raz i l i an  ac to r  and
f i ne  a r t i s t  f rom R io  de  Jane i ro  and  a  g radua te  o f  B rown
Un ive r s i t y ,  where  he  s tud ied  Thea te r  A r t s  &  Pe r fo rmance
Stud ies  a longs ide  V i sua l  A r t s .  H i s  work  spans  thea t re  and
f i lm ,  w i th  pe r fo rmances  i n  i ndependent  sho r t  f i lms ,
un i ve r s i t y  p roduc t ions ,  and  s tage  works  deve loped
th rough  B rown ’ s  a r t i s t i c  commun i ty ,  i nc lud ing
co l l abora t ions  w i th  B rown  Mot ion  P i c tu res ,  B rown
Or ig ina l  Se r i e s ,  and  p roduc t ions  connec ted  to  T r i n i t y
Reper to ry  Company ,  where  he  p remie red  on  a  r eg iona l
thea t re  ma in  s tage ,  and  Rhode  I s l and  La t i no  Ar t s ,  where
he  i s  a l so  pa r t  o f  the  thea t re  co l l ec t i ve .  Pass iona te  about
s to ry te l l i ng  f rom an  ea r l y  age  th rough  h i s  f a the r ’ s  l ove  o f
c inema ,  Na tan  approaches  ac t i ng  as  a  deep ly  human  and
t rans fo rmat i ve  c ra f t ,  f ocus ing  on  emot iona l l y  g rounded
per fo rmances  tha t  exp lo re  iden t i t y ,  vu lne rab i l i t y ,  and
connec t ion  ac ross  cu l tu res .



P A B L O  A K I R A  R I C H T E R
Pab lo  Ak i r a  R i ch te r  (he/ they)  i s  an  ac to r  and  wr i t e r  f rom
Ba l t imore  C i ty .  He  rece ived  a  Bache lo r ’ s  Degree  i n  Pub l i c
Po l i cy  a t  B rown  Un ive r s i t y ,  and  began  h i s  ac t i ng  t r a i n i ng
the re ,  pe r fo rm ing  a  l ead  ro l e  i n  a  new p lay  by  Ju l i a  May
Jonas .  A f te r  co l l ege ,  he  con t i nued  h i s  t r a i n i ng  a t  The
At l an t i c  Ac t i ng  Schoo l ,  work ing  c lose l y  w i th  Ka ren
Koh lhaas .  S i nce  then  he  has  been  pe r fo rm ing  on  s tage
and  f i lm  i n  LA ,  The  Bay  Area ,  and  Ba l t imore .  He  recen t l y
wrapped  f i lm ing  fo r  a  sho r t  tha t  he  wro te  and  s ta r red  i n ,
and  i s  eage r  to  keep  g row ing  as  an  ac to r ,  wr i t e r ,  and
perhaps  d i r ec to r .  



Pr inceAnthony  Ha l l  i s  a  B rook lyn -na t i ve  ac to r  and  wr i t e r .
He  re f i ned  h i s  c ra f t  a t  Marymount  Manhat tan  Co l l ege ,
where  he  rece ived  h i s  BFA  i n  ac t i ng ,  and  comp lemented
h i s  t r a i n i ng  w i th  a  deep  d i ve  i n to  c l a s s i ca l  t ex t  a t
Shakespea re  &  Company  i n  Lenox ,  Massachuse t t s .
P r i nceAnthony ’ s  mos t  r ecen t  thea te r  c red i t s  i nc lude  Fea r
and  M i se ry  i n  the  Th i rd  Re i ch ,  Ju l i u s  Ha r l em Caesa r  ( i n
wh ich  he  p l ayed  Ju l i u s  Bapt i s te ) ,  and  the  ro l e  o f  Zeus  i n
The  One  Wi th  F lowers  i n  He r  Lap ,  wh ich  p remie red  a t  The
F lea  i n  New York .  H i s  r ecen t  TV  and  f i lm  c red i t s  i nc lude
the  ro l e  o f  Jun io r  i n  the  web  se r i e s  The  Peop l e  Po l i ce ,  an
In te l  o f f i ce r  on  B lue  B loods ,  and  the  sho r t  f i lm  S ince  Las t
We  Ta l ked ,  wh ich  debuted  a t  the  Touchs tone  I ndependent
F i lm  Fes t i va l .

P R I N C E A N T H O N Y  H A L L



Vanessa  Mazhangara  i s  a  Z imbabwean  Amer i can  ac to r  who
earned  he r  Bache lo r ’ s  degree  i n  Hea l th  Sc i ences ,  w i th  a
m inor  i n  Thea t re ,  f rom The  Oh io  S ta te  Un ive r s i t y .  She
cont inued  he r  t r a i n i ng  a t  the  At l an t i c  Ac t i ng
Conse rva to ry  and  has  spent  the  pas t  seve ra l  yea r s
pe r fo rm ing  th roughout  M ich igan .  Mos t  r ecen t l y ,  she
appeared  p ro fess iona l l y  i n  De t ro i t  Pub l i c  Thea t re ’ s
p roduc t ion  o f  Con federa tes  (Luanne/Jade) .  I n  add i t i on  to
he r  work  on  s tage ,  Vanessa  en joys  exp lo r i ng
photography .  As  she  re tu rns  to  New York ,  she  i s  honored
to  beg in  th i s  new chapte r  a s  an  i ncoming  f i r s t -yea r  MFA
Act ing  s tudent  a t  Co lumb ia ,  where  she  w i l l  con t i nue  to
hone  he r  c ra f t .

V A N E S S A  M A Z H A N G A R A



W I L D E R  M A R S D E N
Wi lde r  Marsden  (he/ they)  i s  an  ac to r  and  wr i t e r  o r ig ina l l y
f rom Los  Ange les ,  cu r ren t l y  based  i n  New York  C i ty .  He
rece ived  a  BFA i n  Ac t i ng  f rom UC  San ta  Ba rba ra ,  where
he  founded  the  ske tch  comedy  t roup e :  Be tween  The
Couch  Cush ions .  Favor i t e  ac t i ng  c red i t s  i nc lude  K ing
Lea r ,  Hay  Feve r ,  and  The  Government  I n spec to r .  O f f s tage ,
Wi lde r  can  be  found  a t  Th i rd  Ra i l  Co f fee ,  pour i ng  l a t tes
fo r  NYU s tudents .



W I L L  G R O W D O N
Wi l l  G rowdon  (h i m)  i s  an  a r t i s t  f rom Nashv i l l e  Tennessee .
He  rece ived  h i s  Bache l o r  o f  A r t s  (Thea t re )  f rom
Vanderb i l t ,  and  he  i s  f i l l ed  w i th  g ra t i tude  towards  a l l  o f
the  many  peop le  who  have  gu ided  h im  up  to  th i s  po i n t  i n
h i s  l i f e .  To  be  chosen  as  pa r t  o f  th i s  p rogram rea l l y  i s  a
d ream come  t rue .  He  hopes  to  l ea rn  and  l i ve  we l l  i n  these
nex t  th ree  yea r s ,  and  as  fo r  the  res t ,  to  hope fu l l y  b r i ng
othe r  peop le  j oy ,  i n  some  fo rm o r  anothe r .



Z A C H A R Y  M C D E V I T T  
Began  h i s  ca ree r  i n  A  Chr i s tmas  Ca ro l  a t  the  McCar te r
Thea te r .  Was  i n t roduced  to  f i lm  ac t i ng  and  an  ensemb le
dr i ven  ac t i ng  p rogram a t  Chapman  Co l l ege  i n  Orange  CA
where  he  g radua ted  l a s t  yea r  w i th  a  BFA .  Ac t i ng  has
g iven  h im  purpose ,  commun i ty  and  a  way  to  connec t  w i th
o the r s .  Zach  be l i eves  s to ry te l l i ng  has  the  power  to  o f f e r
comfor t ,  r e f l ec t ion  and  escape .  I t  i s  a  be l i e f  he  ho lds  tha t
cont i nues  to  gu ide  h im  as  an  a r t i s t  and  pe r son .
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